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THE BENGALI ALPHABET IN ROMAN SCRIPT

CLASSIFICATION OF BENGALI SOUNDS

C       O N       S O      N A     N T      S V O  W   E  L S
Family Hard Soft Soft Soft Hard

 Held Huffed  Held Huffed Nasals Semi-
vowels

Spirants Short Long Diphthongs

Guttural  ka kha  ga gha  n¹a  ha  hha  a  aa  e, ei  ee, oy

 ± ²  ³ ́  µ  ã  @  A  AÁ  J K
Palatal  ca cha  ja jha n²a ya sha i ii

 ¶ ·  ̧  ¹ ° ½ ® S D
Cerebral ta tha da dha na ra sa rri

 q w  e r t m ¿ H
ra rha ya

 E R n
Dental  ta tha  da dha na la sa

 y u  i o p ¬ \
Labial  pa pha  ba bha ma ba hha u uu  o oo, au

 z x  c v b c @  F G  L è
Others  n° n^

È  Ï
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PRONUNCIATION OF VOWELS

 INDEPENDENT   A DIFFERENT SHAPE
 OR INITIAL  AS IS USED WHEN IT IS
 AND SOUNDS IN THE JOINED BEHIND A
 ROMANIZED LIKE... ENGLISH CONSONANT (SUCH AS
 PHONETIC  WORD WITH “z” "pa" ...)

 Î(no vowel) (no sound) zÎ p ("p'")
A a (inherent a) z pa

very short "a"  "wander"
very short "o"  "off"

 Aa aa long "a" "far" zÁ paa
 Aºa a flat "a" "apple" zºÁ pa, pyaa
 S i short "i" "fill" sz pi
 D ii long "i" "feel" zd pii
 F u short "u" "pull" zf pu
 G uu long "oo" "pool" zg puu
 H rri short "ri" "triple" zh prri
 J e short "e" "egg" Êz pe
 K ee long "oi" "boil" Ëz pee ("poi")
 L o short "o" "on" ÊzÁ po
 è oo long "o" "owner", "now" Êzà poo

("pau/pow")
 È nº nasal "ng"  "singer" zÈ pan°

("pang")
 @ hh abrupt "h" "Judah" z@ pahh
  Ï ^ nasal faintly as zÏ p^a
     in French "non" ("pan")
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PRONUNCIATION OF CONSONANTS

  ROMANIZED SOUNDS
  AS LIKE IN THE ENGLISH WORD
Guttural  ±… k "k" in "keen"
- in the throat ²Î kh "kh" in "rockhead"
 ³Î g "g" in "get"
 ´Î gh "gh" in "slagheap"
 µÎ n¹ "n" in "donkey"
Palatal ¶… c "ch" in "chair"
- on the palate ·… ch chh" in "matchhead"
 ¸… j "j" in "enjoy"
 ¹Î jh "dgeh" in "hedgehog"
 °Î n² "n" in "pinch"
Cerebral q… t "t" in "alter"
- on the roof wÎ th "th" in "malthouse"
   of the mouth e… d "d" in "Dad"
 EÎ r "rr" in "barred"
 r… dh "dh" in "goldhammer"
 RÎ rh "rrh" in "myrrh lump"
 tÎ n "n" in "inlaid"
Dental yÎ (=ù) t "t"  in "ant"
- on the teeth uÎ th "th" in "warthog"
 iÎ d "d" in "beds"
 oÎ dh "dh" in "redheads"
 pÎ n "n" in "bending"
Labial zÎ p "p" in "peace"
- on the lips x… ph "ph" in "uphold"
 cÎ b,v,w "b" in "bob"("swim, twin")
 v… bh "bh" in "nibholder"
 bÎ m "m" in "meet"
 nÎ y "j" in "jog"
Forward ½Î y "y" in "yes"
semi-vowels mÎ r "r" in "right"
 ¬Î l "l" in "love"
Sibillants ®Î sh "sh" in "ship"
 ¿Î s "sh" in "washtub"
 \Î s "sh" in "ensure"
Guttural semi-vowel ã… h "h" in "heart"


