
Student:   Teaching Truth in Hindi

C:\Devanag1\Pron.rtf 27 May 2001 09:23:14

THE DEVANAGARI ALPHABET

DEVANAGARI PRONUNCIATION : VOWELS

 INDEPENDENT    A DIFFERENT SHAPE
 OR INITIAL  AS  IS USED WHEN IT IS
 AND SOUNDS IN THE  JOINED BEHIND A
 ROMANIZED LIKE... ENGLISH  CONSONANT (SUCH AS
 PHONETIC  WORD  WITH “{É” "pa" ...)

Â (no vowel)  (no sound) {ÉÂ p` ("p'")
+ a short "a"  "along" (inherent a) {É pa
+É aa long "a" "far" {ÉÉ paa
Bì a flat "a" "apple" {Éì pa
< i short "i" "fill" Ê{É pi
<Ç ii long "i" "feel" {ÉÒ pii
= u short "u" "pull" {ÉÖ pu
>ð uu long "oo" "pool" {ÉÚ puu
@ñ rri short "ri" "triple" {ÉÞ prri
Añ rrii long "ri" "trio" {Éß prrii
B e short "e" "egg" {Éä pe
Bä ee/ei/ai long "ei"/"ai" "feint"/"faint"/"aisle" {Éè pee ("pei"/"pai")
+Éä o short "o" "on" {ÉÉä po
+Éè oo/au long "o" "owner", "now" {ÉÉè poo ("pau/pow")
& hh abrupt "h"  "Judah" {É& pahh

  Ï  Æ ^  nasal faintly as in French "non" {ÉÄ p^a ("pan")



Student:   Teaching Truth in Hindi

C:\Devanag1\Pron.rtf 27 May 2001 09:23:14

DEVANAGARI PRONUNCIATION : CONSONANTS

 ROMANIZED SOUNDS
 AS LIKE IN THE ENGLISH WORD
Guttural  EÂò k "k" in "keen"
- in the throat JÉÂ kh "kh" in "rockhead"

MÉÂ g "g" in "get"
PÉÂ gh "gh" in "slagheap"
RÂö n¹ "n" in "donkey"

Palatal SÉÂ c "ch" in "chair"
- on the palate UÂù ch chh" in "matchhead"

VÉÂ j "j" in "enjoy"
ZÉÂ jh "dgeh" in "hedgehog"
\ÉÂ n² "n" in "pinch"

Cerebral ]Âø t "t" in "alter"
- on the roof Ầó th "th" in "malthouse"
   of the mouth bÂô d "d" in "Dad"

cÂô r "rr" in "barred"
fÂ÷ dh "dh" in "goldhammer"
gÂ÷ rh "rrh" in "myrrh lump"
hÉÂ n "n" in "inlaid"

Dental iÉÂ t "t"  in "ant"
- on the teeth lÉÂ th "th" in "warthog"

nÂô d "d" in "beds"
vÉÂ dh "dh" in "redheads"
xÉÂ n "n" in "bending"

Labial {ÉÂ p "p" in "peace"
- on the lips ¡Âò ph "ph" in "uphold"

¤ÉÂ b "b" in "bob"
¦ÉÂ bh "bh" in "nibholder"
¨ÉÂ m "m" in "meet"

Forward ªÉÂ y "y" in "yes"
semi-vowels ®Âô r "r" in "right"

±ÉÂ l "l" in "love"
³Âö l "l" in "whirl"
´ÉÂ v,w "v" in "love" ("twin")

Sibillants ¶ÉÂ sh "sh" in "ship"
¹ÉÂ s "sh" in "washtub"
ºÉÂ s "sh" in "step"

Guttural semi-vowel ½Âø h "h" in "heart"


